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To field research with a representative sample of king 

county residents, documenting current cultural 

engagement among King County residents. 

This research establishes a benchmark and is designed to be replicated 
over time to assess the impact of newly implemented Doors Open 
programs on cultural access.
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methodology

This survey was designed to reflect the people and communities of King 
County, so that findings are representative of residents across the county.

How data was collected
Residents completed a survey about 
cultural participation, attitudes, barriers, 
motivations, and community experiences. 
Data collection included:

• General population sample (963 
respondents)

• Community-based organization 
sample (1,787 respondents) to 
broaden participation & 
perspectives

Representative Resident Sample
A countywide sample (963 respondents) 
was collected and weighted to align with 
King County demographics and 
geography, to ensure findings reflect 
residents across:

• Age groups

• Race and ethnicity

• Income levels

• Household characteristics

• Geographic areas of King County
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The cultural activities provided in all three of these questions are expansive. 

Cultural Participation is the Norm in King County

For the purposes of this study, a 
narrower definition of cultural 
participation is used, namely 
participation in at least one of 
the following:

When all of these cultural activities are taken 
together, 93% of King County residents 
participated in at least one cultural activity in the 
past year. 

Comparisons to U.S. adults are limited. A 2023 
study from Americans for the Arts found that 
79% of U.S. adults had visited a cultural 
organization or attended a cultural event in the 
previous year. This measure, however, does not 
appear to include participation in cultural 
traditions or some of the other forms of 
engagement tracked in this study.

Most U.S. adults actively participate in cultural 
activities, while nearly all King County residents 
engaged to some degree.

• Museums

• Live performances

• History/heritage activities

• Cultural festivals

• STEM events

• Literary arts events

• Customs/practices of a specific 
cultural community

• Indigenous, Native, and 
traditional cultural activities
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What are the barriers?
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like: Gender

U.S. 

Adults

52%

17%

15%

7%

5%

4%
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The following four pages examine the life stages delineated in this 
report:

Results by life stage

Adults 60 or 
older with no 
minor children

A word of caution: it is easy to take the characteristics and behaviors 
described here and extend them to all individuals who fit within that age and 
parental status. But what is shared here are overall patterns and individuals 
within each life stage can vary widely in their values, attitudes, and behaviors. 
Understanding overall patterns is extremely useful, but always make room for 
individual difference. 

Young adults 
(under 40) with 

no minor 
children

Parents and 
guardians of 

minor children

Adults 40 – 59 
with no minor 

children
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